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DRAGICA JANKOVIC - MOUGKRAKIS

THE SERBIAN SCHOOL IN SERRES
AT THE END OF THE 19™ CENTURY

By starting a duty in a newly opened Serbian Consulate in Serres, a vice
consul Branislav Nusi¢ started propaganda in the area of Macedonia where
Serbia had certain historical rights but no national alibi. By acknowledging
absolute Greek domination in Serres, Mr. Nusi¢ began a very difficult,
exhausting and complicated struggle for his first aim. The application for
opening of the Serbian school in Serres was submitted to the Turkish municipal
authorities on 9 November 1897. By respecting the Turkish legal conditions
and having in mind all the demands that authorities could have imposed, Mr.
Nusic¢ tried to make this application free of all possibilities that could have
stalled its approval.

Even though, according to the Turkish laws 30 signatures were enough for
the application, one hundred people who, according to the words of consul,
had been respectable citizens of Serres, mostly merchants, signed it'. That was
the first application with such a large number of signatures in the area of
Thessalonica. The idea -more signatures means more importance in the eyes
of authorities- was not the only one Mr. Nusi¢ had had. The Serbian movement
in Serres was a completely new phenomenon in Serres, and Mr. Nusi¢ had
not been satisfied with completing the minimal law requirements. Fearing the
opponents in Serres, above all the Greek party, Mr. Nusi¢ tried to minimize
conditions for opposing arguments with this number of signatures. Together
with the application, school program and books, which would be used, were
submitted, thus formally all legal conditions had been fulfilled in advance.
During these first and carefully chosen steps, Mr. Nusi¢ counted on help by
Mustafa Naim, mutesarif of Serres, whom he considered a very close friend.

Signature collecting was performed in silence and secrecy. When the
first news about it appeared, the Greeks were indifferent believing that the
application would not have enough signatures, and the Bulgarians were focused
on the arrival of the trade agent Mr. Ivanov. Only after the application had
been submitted to the authorities, the separated actions against Serbian request
followed. The Bulgarian attempt to interfere with the first steps for opening
the Serbian school by offering firstly-signed, Mr. Konstantin Govedarevic,
economical benefits from Bulgarian boarding-house was crushed at the very

1. AC (Archives of Serbia), Konsynar Kpassesune Cpouje y Cepecy, [1I1 Ho 67/1897.
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beginning thus they had no chance to make further attempts. Medzlis from
Serres approved the application and referred it to the valija of Thessalonica
on 10 November 1897, for further proceeding® Mutesarif told the valija that
‘certain citizens of Serres ask for opening of a school where their children
would study Turkish and Serbian language’, that the founder of a school would
be Mr. Konstantin Govedarevic, a Turkish subject from Serres and Mr. Rista
Stavrié, a Turkish subject from Ohrid, would be responsible administrator, and
that the signers had been middle-class people belonging to guilds?>.

Expecting a prompt approval of the application, Mr. Nusi¢ managed
to find one male and one female teacher. The condition they had to fulfill
was knowledge of Greek language, which was an official language in Serres.
Speaking of Christian citizens structure, Mr. Nusi¢ noted that Serres was a town
with the largest percentage of intellectuals among all towns in the provinces
of Turkey, with doctors and lawyers educated in Europe and all gymnasium
teachers and traders graduated from the Greek Gymnasium in Serres. It was
necessary for teachers to speak Greek language in order to communicate with
children, at least in the beginning. This was especially important for female
teacher as the girls mainly spoke only Greek. Rista Stavric¢, graduated from
the Greek Gymnasium in Serres, and Sultana Stamboli¢, a teacher in Jenidze-
Vardar up to that point, fulfilled the condition and they were appointed to
teaching positions in Serres on 8 December 1897.

At the beginning of December 1897, the Greeks tried to force some of the
signers of the application to renounce their signatures, but when they failed
to do so, they took more radical measures. They sent letters to the Turkish
authorities and the Metropolitan of Thessalonica and organized a signing of
a petition against the Serbian school. Mr. Nusi¢ did not announce a precise
number of the signatures?, but he didn’t miss a chance to repeat mutesarif’s
statement that nothing would be done about the Greek petition.

The actions of the Greeks started to get a religious character, thus the
behavior of Orthodox brothers contributed to the delay of the Serbian school
opening. The Metropolitan of Serres, who was away for a long time in Holy
Mountain of Atos, was also called for help. One archimandrite in the church
of the mahala (part of town - Turkish) with the largest number of signatures
for Serbian application spoke against the Serbs and after religious service
collected signatures around the houses.

While Greek resistance grew in Serres, the valija of Thessalonica managed
the Serbian application as all-previous in order to delay the solution to eternity.
In order to respond to the valija’s question whether there were Serbs at all
in Serres, mutesarif requested from Mr. Nusic¢ to ask 10-15 most respectable

2. AC, Konsynar Kpasesune Cpouje y Cepecy, I1I1 Ho 69/1897.
3. AC, MU, T1I1, 647/1898.
4. AC, Konsynar Kpasesune Cpouje y Cepecy, I1I1 Ho 81/1897.
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signers to declare themselves as the Serbs in public, at the session of Medzlis.

All the people who had signed the Serbian application were invited to the
Metropolis, where they were threatened by schism and anathema unless they
said that they had been deceived and hadn’t asked the Serbian school but given
signatures for vocational school. The statement comprising of 47 signatures
of people from Arabadzi mahala was referred to the Turkish authorities.
Mutesarif ordered a police investigation, which determined that only one of
these signatures, a signature of one shoemaker, also appeared on the Serbian
application. Greek petition signers were questioned at the police station
because of deception of authorities and false statement about renouncing
their signatures at the Serbian application (which they hadn’t signed at all).
Frightened by these questions, they responded that the Metropolis hadn’t told
them what they were signing and that they were not against the Serbian School.
Moreover, Serbian application signers were questioned separately where some
of them declared as Serbian by origin while the others said that they couldn’t
establish whether they were Serbian but they wanted the school to educate
their children. The police report was sent to the valija concluding that the
petition was fabricated by the representatives of the Greek Metropolis and
signed by persons deceived about the contents of the petition, and that the
signatures were collected by a certain teacher called Panigazi. When the valija
of Thessalonica asked for the statement about the house where the school would
be placed, the Greek consulate one more time collected signatures against the
Serbian school in mahala where the house was. There were also threats about
riots if the school opened. Regarding this, mutesarif asked several signers
suggested by Mr. Nusi¢ to declare that they didn’t have anything against the
Serbian school but were forced by the Metropolis to sign. Based on the given
statements, mutesarif decided to place the petition in the archive’.,

Mr. Nusic¢ calls this passionate and fanatic fight of the Greek party ‘the
crusade war’ with the aim to force «us Christians» from «holy places». He
held against the Greeks the means they had used (denunciations, betrayal,
threats), and especially exclusiveness regarding the church interpreted by Mr.
Nusic as an intention of the Greeks to show that the Serbs were not fully equal
to the Greeks in the matters of religion. Mr. Nusi¢ complained to the Serbian
government about the actions of the Greek consul, Mr. Sturnaris, whom he had
met earlier during service in Skopje. He accused him of isolation of Serbian
consulate and consul, threats to the citizens of Serres in order not to visit the
Serbian consulate and even attempts to forbid the doctor to go to Mr. Nusié¢’s
house. Having in mind his previous dispute with Mr. Sturnaris in Skopje about
the religious service in St. Salvation Church, Mr. Nusi¢ accused him of ‘setting
the fire’ in Serres and dishonest usage of Greek interests. By declaration, Mr.

5. AC, MU, I1I1, 647/1898.
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Nusi¢ stood for a certain agreement with Mr. Sturnaris and the Metropolis
of Serres, and when it wasn’t realized, he blamed Mr. Sturnaris who spoke
his mind that «he wanted to work here as in Skopje, for he learnt there he
was going the right way». Acknowledging the Greeks, with well-concentrated
citizens, as lords in Serres and completely neglecting the Bulgarians, who
hadn’t managed to get many sympathizers during 30 years in Serres, to which
they allegedly claimed rights, the success of the Serbs was uncertain or even
minimal. Thus, Mr. Nusi¢ estimated that it was a right choice to make a deal
with the Greeks. He offered the following: he would not ask for a separate
church for singing in Slavic; Greek would be taught in the Serbian school as a
foreign language; children attending the Greek school would not be accepted in
the Serbian school and not a single village would be conquered by propaganda.
In return, he asked the Greeks not to interfere with the opening of school but
to help as much as they could. Considering his terms more than generous, and
already informed that Mr. Sturnaris would not accept them, Mr. Nusic offered
them in order to put Mr. Sturnaris in position to refuse them, which would be
a turning point in relations between the Greeks and the Serbs in Serres. Mr.
Nusic started to believe that Mr. Sturnaris wanted him out of Serres because
he knew Greek well and because, in the absence of the Greek consul and the
metropolitan, he had made strong connections with certain citizens.

The Metropolis of Serres asked the Patriarchate to argue with the
Turkish authorities and not to allow the opening of Serbian school. When the
metropolitan returned to Serres in the middle of June 1898, Mr. Nusic¢ feared
that he «would try with all his efforts to foil the opening of the school»®. On
10 July 1898, Mr. Nusic¢ asked the Porta, through Mr. Stojan Novakovic, a
Serbian representative in Constantinople, to intervene and prevent bad
behavior of the valija and his subordinates and makes them subject to orders
from Constantinople. When Mr. Nusic received rusat-name to open the school
on 6 August 1898 he could not keep a stiff upper lip. The Serbian school
within earshot of Trakija and under borders of Eastern Rumelia was a great
success for, as Mr. Nusi¢ metaphorically said, «the white wall making this area
a fenced China of our pretensions is demolished».

The approval was obtained but the struggle was not over. A much harder
work followed according to stages already predicted by Mr. Nusi¢ - the leasing
of a house, religious ceremony of house dedication and enrollment of pupils.

According to orders of the metropolitan, all Greek priests started to visit
the homes of their rentals threatening them not to lease their houses for the
Serbian or Bulgarian school or they would be subjected to aphaeresis by the
church’. This caused an extremely high lease price and long-term lease with
numerous obligations if the lease was terminated. On 16 August 1898, Mr.

6. AC, MU/, TII1, 647/1898.
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Nusic¢ signed a contract for leasing of a house in St. Nikola’s mahala, owned by
a Jewish, with a rental fee of 690 Dinars a year and a 3-year obligation.

The enrollment into Greek schools started on 15 August, even though it
had started on 1 September in previous years. As for the Serbian school there
was no admission fee, this was probably the reason for an early enrollment.
Considering the large number of signatures and the respect of people who
signed, Mr. Nusi¢ expressed his fears about not being able to justify Serbian
expectations with a small number of pupils as early as 1 December 1897, when
the situation in Serres was much more favorable and when there was still hope
for an agreement with the Greeks. Covering his failure, on 19 August 1898 Mr.
Nusi¢ assured the Serbian government that the mood was changing as the day
of opening was approaching. In order to give faith to the citizens, Mr. Nusié
himself enrolled his immature child in school as an argument for indecisive
people. Immediately before the opening, Mr. Nusi¢ asked for a change of a
teacher Sultana Stambolié, because of her insufficient knowledge of Greek
language and her poverty, which could harm the reputation of the school.
Instead of her, on 30 August 1898, Anastasija Hristi¢ was sent to Serres. Up
to that point Anastasija Hristic, of Serres origin and with good knowledge of
Greek language, was a teacher in Voden. At the same time, a teacher of Turkish
language and school janitor were hired and school inventory was bought®,

It was clear that Mr. Nusi¢ would not be able to provide a priest for school
dedication. If a priest was appointed, the Metropolis would be in trouble with
the citizens who were threatened by anathema and the school was presented as
schismatic. In order to win this situation and not to challenge at the same time,
Mr. Nusic decided to notify the metropolitan by a letter that the school started
to work and that it was his wish to begin with the church blessing and a prayer
for the health of His Majesty the Sultan. With this letter, the metropolitan
was placed in inconvenient position where Mr. Nusic¢ could benefit. By priest
arrival, Greek actions would be compromised with people and Mr. Nusic could
provide the enrollment of pupils. If the priest didn’t appear, mutesarif could
see it as a refusal of dedication for the Sultan’s health, which could provoke a
dispute between the Turkish authorities and the Metropolis. To provide a full
success of the ceremony, Mr. Nusi¢ planed to invite a special guest to Serres,
archimandrite Vasilije, a priest from the Holy Mountain of Athos, who would
perform a ceremony without the approval of Serres metropolitan, if Greek
priest did not appear. Mr. Nusi¢ was ready to accept the responsibility for
misconduct with the Patriarchate. At the same time, he wanted to accomplish
another goal with the presence of archimandrite - a threat to the Greeks that
Vasilije could perform ceremonies in future if they refused.

Rista Stavrié, a teacher, carried an invitation written in Greek language

8. AC, MU, I1I1, 647/1898, Konsynar Kpassesune Cpouje y Cepecy, I1IT Ho 182/1898.
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asking the metropolitan himself to come or send a priest for the ceremony of
dedication of holy water and blessing of His Majesty the Sultan. On the same
day, Mr. Nusi¢ visited the metropolitan allegedly because of Czar Dusan’s
pictures in the monastery of St. Jovan, but actually to try to persuade the
metropolitan one more time to let the representative of the church dedicate
the school. The metropolitan refused saying that he did not know Rista Stavrié
and that he had heard that there were Jewish children in the school, thus it was
Jewish school he could not dedicate. At Mr. Nusi¢’s remark that there were
also Jewish children in Greek schools, the metropolitan suggested to postpone
the dedication, which would be performed by Serbian priest Atanas Ivanovié
from the village Skrisevo in Drama sandzak, for a week. He would approve it
silently. With this suggestion, the metropolitan aimed to obtaining more time
for propaganda so he could reduce the number of enrolled to 8 Jewish children,
thus showing that the school was heterodox and refusing the dedication
without further problems. Probably, the metropolitan estimated a week would
be enough for this work to be done. Even though the offer was tempting, Mr.
Nusi¢ was not deceived by it. He asked to call a priest from Thessalonica by
telegraph and to perform the ceremony as planed, but this was refused.

The school was opened on 13 September 1898. Mr. Nusic’s report on the
ceremony was incredibly poor considering his usual mania for descriptions
and writing. He noted modestly that there were many people and children at
the ceremony, that a teacher held a speech and that people left disapproving
the actions of the metropolitan®. 17 children registered for the Serbian school,
which was insufficient considering time and efforts, invested in it. Mr. Nusi¢’s
justifications changed constantly. He described the situation in Serres to the
Serbian government using his narrative style. It seemed that the metropolitan,
the Greek consul, 50 priests, 48 church episcopes, professors, and teachers
spoke strongly against the Serbian school every step of the way - at home, in
pubs, shops and streets. The metropolitan and priests cursed, threatened by
anathema, schism, aphaeresis and prohibition to be buried in the cemetery.
The professors and teachers called people the traders of a great Greek sole-
salvation idea. All the other citizens of the town were also fanatic. As a
consequence, there were two divorces because fathers wanted their children
to go to the Serbian school and mothers didn’t. Mr. Nusic¢ pointed out that in
10 years of work in Macedonia he had never seen such a behavior and added
«just as each Muslim believes that he obtained a place in Heaven (Dzenet) by
converting one faithless into Islam, here everyone believes that he would find
place in Paradise if at least one child is pulled out of the Serbian school» .

By placing information to the Serbian government about the request of a
town called Dzuma for opening of a school on 20 September 1898, Mr. Nusié

9. AC, Konsynar Kpassesune Cpouje y Cepecy, I1IT Ho 192/1898.
10. AC, Konzynar Kpaseesune Cpouje y Cepecy, I[1I1 Ho 195/1898.
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wanted to persuade the government that the decision about the school in
Serres had been correct and in a certain way he wanted to justify his failure.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs pointed out to Mr. Nusi¢ that the quality of
work and number of pupils, together with all invested efforts, did not justify
opening of another school east of Serres. With clear recommendation, Mr.
Nusi¢ was warned to direct efforts to places of most importance.

During the first ten days of work, there was a great struggle for children.
The number of pupils changed every second. While the Greeks removed children,
the Serbs enrolled others, and the only consistent pupils were Jewish children.

The Greeks cancelled tuition fee, the books were given for free (which hadn’t
been a case earlier) and poor families were given financial help. At the time
when the Serbian school had only three pupils, Mr. Nusi¢ decided to provide
lunch and enable the survival of the school by that subvention. The honor and
respect of the first school in the area of eastern Macedonia were defended, but
also Mr. Nusic’s respect and justification of his decisions. Upon the provision
of lunch, the number of pupils increased to 50. The Serbian government had
to find resources in the budget for this forced measure introduced by Mr.
Nusi¢. Vladan Djordjevic¢, Serbian government Prime Minister, approved
this unplanned expense because the vice-consul faced the government with
an accomplished fact each later information about a village asking for school
was accepted by the Serbian government with caution exactly because Serres
school proved as a bad idea of a single man. The first school year ended
on 27 May 1899 with exams observed by consul himself together with the
parents. According to the report by Mr. Nusic, all the present were impressed
by responses especially of those children who hadn’t known a single word of
Serbian before starting the school. The accomplishments of children coming
from Bulgarian schools and Debar colony were especially praised!’.

Two-year propaganda led by Mr. Nusi€ in the Eastern Macedonia, without
the unreserved support of the Serbian government, and also his resistance,
which was tiring to his opponents, especially the Greeks, made him also tired.
At the moment of sincerity, this Serbian diplomat gathered his strength and
courage to admit it. A diplomatic career of Mr. Branislav Nusi¢ ended in
Serres. He was taken off the diplomat list and was appointed an administrator
of the National Theatre in Belgrade. Considering the fact that the consulate

11. Simultaneously with the school in Serres, there was a Sunday school for adult migrant
workers from Debar. The data Mr. Nusi¢ provided about migrant workers from 300 houses seems
overestimated. Until the opening of the Serbian consulate, people from Debar were directed to
the Bulgarians. During the propaganda war, with the help of the Greeks who considered people
from Debar as Serbs, Mr. Nusi¢ took over 11 out of 16 people attending the Bulgarian school
and organized for them a Sunday school for adults. The school started working on 13 December
1898.28 Mr. Nusi¢ hadn’t left many written evidence about this school probably because there
weren’t many problems about it.
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in Serres, where he ended his diplomatic career, was Mr. Nusic’s idea, it is not
necessary to draw a conclusion about his performance there.

The beginning of a new school year matched the personal shift in the
Serbian consulate. A new vice consul, Mr. Sima Avramovié, a diplomat in
Macedonia for many years who knew extremely well the situation in this area,
was appointed. The first appeal to the Serbian government by Mr. Avramovié
was to send teachers because Rista and Anastasija Stavri¢ had left Serres. As
Mr. Nusié, Mr. Avramovi¢ demanded that the teachers spoke Greek language,
not only because this was the language of citizens and proof of good education
but also because it was necessary, at least in the beginning, tocommunicate with
children and explain to them in Greek. He suggested Mr. Petar Bandjerovic, a
teacher in Voden, who graduated from the Greek Gymnasium.

A very modest and careful person, Mr. Avramovic criticized Mr. Nusié
gently and between the lines but still justified his decision about lunch
considering it the only way to preserve the Serbian school in Serres. Otherwise,
it would be possible that, even with obtained license, the school could not be
opened because of small number of pupils, which would be unprecedented in
the Serbian educational work in Macedonia.

At the time of Mr. Avramovic’s arrival, the situation was not changed in
Serres. Compared to Mr. Nusic¢’s time, maybe it was even worse, especially
when the rumors started that the Serbian Consulate would be closed and that
the Serbian school would not start a new school year.

The number of pupils was again the issue. The excuses, such as that the
Greeks interfered with the enrollment and pointing out the provision of
lunch to the pupils as the only way out, pose a question of justification of
the school itself and its opening. Mr. Avramovié estimated the situation in
Serres realistically, he appreciated the large number of Greek schools, which
were better organized, and he qualified the Greek language as more valuable
because it was used at homes and in the streets. As the enrollment approached,
Mr. Avramovic sincerely pointed out that there was no use to try the opening
of a school without lunch for it would be embarrassing if nobody applied. To
the mostly poor parents lunch for their children, besides lessons, was the only
compensation for troubles they were subjected by the Greek citizens and the
church. Besides, the pupils came from distant parts of the town (mahalas) and
it would be impossible for them to go home for lunch in the middle of the day.
If there were no lunch, parents would rather enroll children into the Bulgarian
school in mahala Kamenica, with the largest number of Serbian pupils, or into
Greek schools in their own mahalas. A special group of Serbian pupils, as Mr.
Avramovié pointed out, were the children of migrant workers from Debar,
whom the Greeks recognized as the Serbs. Without lunch, these children would
be left in the Bulgarian school with full board.

Once opened, the Serbian school in Serres had to be preserved. The closing
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of a school would be catastrophic for the Serbian work and reputation in
Macedonia. That would be a terrible defeat not only in the eyes of citizens
of Serres but much further, and would be harmful to the complete Serbian
educational work elsewhere. The Serbian weakness and incapacity would be
confirmed and pretensions by others in Macedonia would be encouraged by
Serbian concessions. Mr. Avramovic¢ admitted that if he were given orders to
close the school, he wouldn’t be able to do that. This great diplomat, who served
in Thessalonica and Bitola, when schools were opened and where Serbian
pretensions were considered without exceptions, recommended to the Serbian
government to treat Serres as a border of Serbian sphere where diplomats had
to use all resources against much more powerful opponents in order to succeed
somewhere else!>. As Mr. Nusi¢, he also demanded certain funds in order to
provide lunch, shoes and clothes for the pupils.

Mr. Avramovié, although more moderately than Mr. Nusic, also criticized
the Greeks and their attempts to interfere with the work of the school and
accused the Bulgarians that they had tried to persuade parents from Kamenica
by offering them full board to enroll their children into Bulgarian school there.
Very cautious in his reports to the Serbian government, Mr. Avramovic said
that he was pleased with a «nice number of pupils» enrolled, that he wasn’t
ashamed of it, at least not with the Bulgarians in Serres, pointing out that
the school was in the center of Greek mahala, very distant from Kamenica
and had no full board. Besides 50 enrolled pupils about 20 parents intended
to enroll their children, but they gave up because of various Greek-Bulgarian
intrigues and especially because the priests were banned to visit their homes.
Out of those 50 pupils, two were sent to the Thessalonica gymnasium, two were
dismissed and three-left school, so on 25 November there were 43 pupils, 25
boys and 18 girls, attending the school. 31 of them were from Serres, 10 from
Debar and two from a village in Serres area. Nine girls were of Jewish religion
and they were admitted in gratitude for their attendance during previous year
when the school was almost empty. All other children were Christians.

Comparing the Serbian school with the Bulgarian, which was in Serres
for 29 years and had a boarding house, the Serbian school had more pupils. In
relation to the success of Bulgarian propaganda, the Serbs had no reason to be
unsatisfied the number of enrolled pupils could demonstrate that. In the first
year of school existence, 22 pupils finished the school year, and in the second
year the number doubled. Mr. Avramovic assured the government that pupils
would not be a problem if money were provided for opening and maintaining
of a boarding house. In that case, all the children from surrounding villages,
who were rejected because they couldn’t be provided with a place to stay and
food, could be enrolled. Mr. Avramovic reproved the Greeks for not helping.

12. AC, MU/], I1I1, 664/1899.
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He could not estimate who had been a worse sinner and a greater enemy in the
eyes of the Greeks - schismatic-exultant or an Orthodox whose child attended
the Serbian school - but still concluded that the latter ones were ruthlessly
persecuted and rejected by the church.

The school started with regular work on 5 September Petar Bandjerovic, a
school administrator, taught the second and fourth grade, and Mihailo Velji¢
the first and third. There were 24 classes a week in the first and second grade,
and 33 in the third and fourth. For French lessons, the classes were combined
into two groups with three classes a week, and there were five classes a week
for Turkish language. The beginning of the second school year was also marked
by communicational problems because children from Serres mainly spoke
Greek. Because a special attention had to be paid to Serbian language lessons,
the programs for other subjects were decreased. This was a characteristic
phenomenon in the first and second grade'. The relations between the church
authorities and the Serbian school basically hadn’t changed much during Mr.
Avramovié’s time. However, they were much less tense. Soon upon his arrival
to Serres, Mr. Avramovic established a normal and friendly relation with the
metropolitan. On the other hand, the metropolitan’s attitude towards the new
consul was much better than towards Mr. Nusic.

The metropolitan apologized to Mr. Avramovic for not being able to be
different towards the Serbs. On one occasion, Mr. Avramovi¢ suggested to
the metropolitan that the Greeks could help the Serbs against the Bulgarians
in the villages. In that case, many Bulgarian villages would abandon schism
and approach the Patriarchate under the condition they got a school and
Slavic ceremony in the church. The metropolitan did not contradict, but he
pointed out that work by mutual consent was possible only in the case of
agreement between Serbia and Greece. The metropolitan’s confession that the
Serbs, together with Greek help, could successfully win over Slavic villages
for the Patriarchate was very sincere, but he also stated that it wouldn’t be
such a benefit for Fanar and Athens comparing to concession and that it
would be, as he metaphorically said «pouring water from the sea into the
well and vice versa». He stated that in the areas, which cost the Greeks that
much material sacrifice, spreading of Greek language and religious ceremony
could not be abandoned'®. The school day on 14 January, dedicated to the
Serbian Archbishop St. Sava, was also celebrated in Serres. A teacher, Petar
Bandjerovic¢, asked the metropolitan Gligorije to come or send a priest to
perform a religious ceremony in the school. Mr. Avramovi¢ was convinced
that the invitation would be refused and wanted to show that the Serbs stayed
loyal to the Patriarchate even with its non-Christian behavior. The change
was obvious; while in previous year the metropolitan didn’t want to see the

13. Konzynar Kpassesune Cpouje y Cepecy, I[1I1 Ho 107/1899.
14. AC, MUJI, TII1, 666/1899.
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representative of the school, this year he did. However, he refused the invitation,
explaining that the school worked without his knowledge and approval from
the Patriarchate. Mr. Bandjerovic¢ responded that this was not only the case
in Serres but throughout Macedonia®>. But, the metropolitan was ready to
respond, saying that the citizens would react against the metropolitan and
then stop obeying the Patriarchate. This kind of refusal had a severe impact
to the orthodox people representatives. The metropolitan expressed his regrets
because of the situation, and especially because of Mr. Avramovié, whom he
appreciated as a reasonable and smart man acting according to the situation
and not «making too much noise as others who put the metropolitan in trouble
with the Patriarchate», implying to Mr. Nusic in this statement.

One of Mr. Avramovic’s last reports about the school was on 16 March
1900. Namely, with the Royal Decree on 17 February, the consulate in Serres
was cancelled and Mr. Avramovi¢ was appointed a vice consul in Pristina.
The school destiny was directly related to the survival of the consulate. Mr.
Avramovic insisted on questioning the survival or closing of the elementary
school in Serres before the cancellation of the Consulate. It was the minister’s
decision but Mr. Avramovic, having in mind his duty, wrote an opinion.
By Mr. Avramovié’s opinion, the cancellation of the consulate would mean
complete abandoning of the Serbian educational activities, not only in the
watershed of the Struma and Mesta rivers, but also in the whole left bank of
the Vardar River. A school without the consulate would be hard to preserve.
It wouldn’t demand efforts by the Greeks or Bulgarians, because the parents
would remove the children themselves believing that the consulate was cancelled
because there was no room for successful work. This is exactly what happened.
When information about the cancellation of the consulate was published in
Constantinople newspapers, the number of pupils began to decrease.

Mr. Avramovié¢ made a proposition about school closing at the end of the
school year, well aware that the simultaneous closing of the school and consulate
would acknowledge a relation between Serbian diplomacy and an institution
founded with propaganda aims. Mr. Avramovic left Serres on 5 April 1900,
and on his way to Pristina delivered all school files to the Serbian consulate
in Thessalonica which, according to the government decision, continued to
administer the school.

Mr. Nusié¢’s enthusiasm, his great hopes and desire to make his diplomatic
mission in Serres successful, Mr. Avramovié’s continuation of this idea, and
in the end a decision to cancel consulate, all demonstrate pragmatism of the
Serbian foreign policy in the area of Macedonia.

15. AC, MU/], I1I1, 666/1899.
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TA ZEPBIKA 2XOAEIA XTIXZ YEPPEX
3TO TEAOZ TOY 19°Y AIQNA

Me v idpvon Zepprov ITpoEeveiov otic Zéppec 0 Mmpdviohafy Nov-
ovtg Eerivnoe ma@dAANAn mEOTOYOVOLOTIRY OQaOTNOLOTNTO UETAEY TOV
ohofLroV TAnBvonov TN TOANG. AVt 1 vEa ®Ivnon, £XOVTAC AVIAYWVIOTIXY
OLdBeon, NTav QuoKs va TEOXAAECEL TN OVOTLOTIOL XAl TV AVTIOQAON TOV
eAAN VIOV TAnBuonov. Auéome netd TNV ToToBETNON OTA RO ®ROVTA TOV
TRoE&EVoV, 0 NoUoLTg ¢ TRoTeQULOTNTA €0€0E TNV TEOETOWWOOTOL TOV ®A UL~
TOC Yo T Onuioveyia exelivov Twv mpovmobéoemy mov Ba eméTpoemay T AEL-
TovEYia 0gPPLROV dNUOTIXROV OYOAELOV OTNV TOAY. Z€ OYETIXA CUVTOUO YOO-
VIO SLAOTNUA CVYREVTOWOE EXATO VITOYQUPES, VOIS ETLPAVDV ZEQQAIMV
eumépmv. Tavtdypova RaAALEQYNOE PLMXES OYECELS UE TO LOVTECAQ LGN TV
2EQ0MV, EMLTVYYAVOVIAS TNV VITOOTHOLEN TV emxionuwy apywv. H alitmon
e TNV 100N dNUOTIROV OYOAEIDV TAEAOOON®E OTO LWOVTECAQIPY YLO. TC,
nepatépm otic 9 NoguPoiov 1897. H 6An dradwraoio yio T Bepedimon tov
oyoleiov EAafe YO ®ATW ATO AXEA PVOTIXOTNTA, OLOTL VIINEYE POPOC amd
™mv avtidpaon EAAMvov nat Bovkydowv. ITap’ dha avtd, n mpomtofovAiic
avTty Yonyooo £ywve yvwoty, ue amotéheoua "EAAnvec xal BoUAhyapol vo Ee-
ZLWVNOOVV TN Ox1] TOVUS RAUTA VI EVAVTIO 0TO 0€QPLro 0T1dY0. Kauia thevod
Oev eyratélelme T HECO TEOREWEVOL Vo TETUYEL TO oxOomo TS OL Z€pfot
™mv dpvon oxoielov, evad or 'EAANvec na or Bovkyapol tnv amotoomn e
E&attiog avtic g avturapddeon, n extonun €xdoon T AdeLag yio T AEL-
Toveyiao Tov oyoAelov exdoOnre Emerta oo d€xa unvee.

O doc 0 Novoute, avogpepOUevVos 0To TEOPANUATA TOV AVTIUETWTTLLE,
avayvOELoe OTL N EAMVIXY YAWOOO NTAV ®UQIOOYN OTIC ZEQOES ROAL TMWS M
eEMANVIXY avTOpOoN VITNEEE EVIEAMS PUOLXY ROl AVOUEVOUEVT). AVOINT®-
viag ddoraho ot daoxdia, o Novoitg eréueve otV €TLAOYN TOOOHTMYV
oV yvaopLtav ta eAMnvird, didtL xatd v €vapEn Tng gpyaoiog Tovg 0To
0epPxd oyoAeio, diyme ™ YVAOTN TV EAAMVIXROYV OeV Ba HIToQovoay Vo Ov-
vevvon0ovv ue tove nadntéc. To oxoheio Aettovpynoe wohc v 1n Zemteu-
Bolov 1898 010 nayard (ovvowrio) Tov Aylov NixoAdov, 08 VOLXLOOUEVO
olxnua. Apywd n ddaoralio Eexivnoe e 24 nabntée, ex Twv omolmv oL 8
ntav EPpaior. O apBuds twv nabntdv elye dtaxvudvoels, alhd moté dev
Eemépaoe Tovg mevvTa. To evdlagépov yio To oyoleio vaNpEe onuaviird
ueTaEU Tov aypotirov wAnbvouov. Oume, n owrovoulrn advvauio poitnong
0€ OLXOTQOPEIO ElE OOV ATTOTELEOUO OL CLLTHOELS EYYQAPNS TOUOLDV ATtd TO
ywoLd v amoppimtovtal. H avaxtuEn tov Béuatoc faciCetal o €yyoapa
tov Yrovpyeiov EEmtepurnav not tov Yrovpyetov Iadelag tne Zepfiog mov
puAdooovTal 0to Apyelo e Zepfiog.
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